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ADS-B Field Approval
• Policy Letter  - Approval for ADS-B Out 

Systems
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Challenges

• As presented yesterday, even after a “radio 
pair” has been shown to comply with 15 
CFR 91.227, there are aircraft installation 
issues that can cause compliance 
problems.

• When is a follow-on approval appropriate?
• How are differences evaluated? 
• Who can do the evaluation/justification?
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Field Approvals

• Subject “radio pairs” must be evaluated and 
approved by an STC on a similar model
• Determination of compliance to 14 CFR 91.227

• Installation and integration of systems 
• Antenna(s), interconnection and location
• Source systems must be same as called out in STC
• Source system interconnection
• AIR/GND source selection
• Strapping
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Installation Differences

• Differences between installations must be 
assessed
• Determine if testing/evaluation can be accomplished 

to prove system still meets 14 CFR 91.227 
requirements.

• Ground testing?  Evaluation flights?
• As with any field approval, additional 

“approved data” may be necessary to cover 
installation differences

• ICAs and AFM/AFM-S acceptance/approval 
coordination
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Going forward – Discussion 

• Repair station capability list
• Evaluate repair station capability to do installation, 

identify/evaluate differences and accomplish testing.
• Establish facility, skill, training, tooling and test 

equipment requirements
• Unintended policy consequences or “What 

have we done to you now…”
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